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case of mere outlawry, but of open war; and the Govern-
ment does not always, by any means, get the better of
them.   Abdi Agha of the Sindigulis is perhaps the better off;
for he has a stronghold of the most magnificent descrip-
tion, to which no Government troops have ever penetrated,
and which is a fair set-off against the religious prestige of
his neighbour.   This stronghold is the lofty tableland of
Tanina ; a great plateau among the mountains where there
are wood and water for the whole tribe, and pasture in
abundance for all their sheep the whole summer through.
It can only be approached, the tale goes (for no foreigner
has ever been allowed to visit its summit), by three easily
guarded ascents ; and when once the tribe are on the top,
they can afford to laugh at any force the Government of
the district can send against them.   A large force set to
blockade the place could not be fed in the district, while
small   detachments   guarding   the   " ports"   could   be
overwhelmed in detail.    No doubt resolute troops could
storm it; but the cost would be heavy.   The only weakness
of the sanctuary appears to lie in this ;  that neither man
nor beast can live-on the top of it during the winter.   When
the autumn gales and early snows begin, come down they
must;   and in this fact would lie the opportunity of a
Government that really cared about the enforcement of
order.
Throughout the district there are plenty of Christian
villages, almost entirely of the Nestorian church, though at
the western end of it some belong to the " Jacobite " body.
All of these, however, are rayat or feudally subordinate, to
. the Kurdish chiefs among whom they live, and are little
better in fact than serfs. The principal town of the land,
Amadia, is a fully equipped seat of government, with a
k&imakam, a lieutenant of gendarmerie, a district judge,
and all complete. But his Excellency the Governor knows
better than to issue any order that he thinks likely to be
unpleasant to his neighbours.
Thus these second-rate Aghas are left pretty much to
the freedom of their own will, and the result is as bad a
Goverament as can well be imagined. An important chief,